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WILLIAM C. STARRETT AND SAM A. PARR*
Many Illinoisans not residing near one of the large rivers of their state are
surprised to learn that commercial fishing is an important industry here. This in-
dustry is reported to have provided, in 1950, full-time employment for 253 Illinois
fishermen and part-time work for 442, table 1. These fishermen are calculated to
have caught 8,954,015 pounds of fish that, at average local undressed prices, were
valued at $ 682,260.85, tables 2 aad 3. They are estimated to have had $ 748,049.50
invested in tackle and equipment, table 4.
Carp, buffalofishes, freshwater drum, and catfishes comprised the bulk of
the 1950 river catch; other species were of some commercial significance, table 5.
Along some sections of the rivers the entire 1950 catch was sold locally. Most
of the catch not sold locally was shipped to markets in Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas
City, Missouri, New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Nashville, and Indianapolis.
The last previous complete survey of the state's river fisheries was made
relative to the 1931 catch (Fiedler 1933). The present report includes statistics of
f
y The writers, William C. Starrett. Associate Aquafic Biologist. Illinois
Natural History Survey, and Sam A. Parr. Superintendent . Division of Fisheries,
Illinois Department of Conservation, wish to acknowledge ,the splendid co-operation
given by Mr. Sam Carney, Jr., Chief, Division of Law Enforcement . Illinois Department
of Conservation, and by the conservation officers who. during January. February, and
March, ig^i . collected from Illinois professional commercial fishermen the statisti-
cal data presented in this report. They express their appreciation to Dr. George W.
Bennett, Aquatic Biologist of the Illinois Natural History Survey, and Mr. James S.
Ayars, Technical Editor of the Survey, for aid in the preparation of this report.
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only professional commercial fishermen residing in Illinois. By definition for this
report, a professional commercial fisherman is a per son purchasing tags or licenses
for five or more nets.
The catch of such fishermen from the Illinois and Mississippi rivers amount-
ed to 93.9 per cent of the total 1950 commercial catch from the rivers within or bor-
dering Illinois (except the Ohio River proper). The catch from the Wabash River
ranked third, 1.9 per cent of the total catch. The remainder of the reported 1950
catch was from the Little Wabash River, Skillet Fork, Sangamon River, Kaskaskia
River, Rock River, Fox River and Chain O' Lakes, Big Muddy River, Cache River,
Lake Creek, Saline River, backwater areas of the Ohio River (Ohio River proper not
included in this report), Ennbarrass River, and Horseshoe Lake near Granite City,
Illinois, tables 2 and 3.
1^
Commercial fisherman with hoop net and basket trap on the Mississippi River near
Hamilton, Illinois.
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IThe Illinois River commercial fishery is confined to the Ottawa -Grafton sec-
tion of the river. Above Ottawa, pollution nnakes the fish unfit for commercial use.
Between La Salle and Ottawa, in the Starved Rock Pool, the reported catch was
10,315 pounds, worth $705.52, tables 6 and 7. In the Peoria Pool, between Peoria
and La Salle, the reported yield was 2,790,765 pounds, worth $ 1 05,668.96, These
differences in yields betweenthe PeoriaPool, StarvedRock Pool, and the river above
Ottawa demonstrate one of the economic effects that pollution has on the river. Be-
cause of better water conditions in the Peoria Pool, 46 persons in 1950 were reported
able to earn their entire living by fishing and 44 others part of their earnings, where-
as, above Ottawa, no income was reported from river fishing. The total yield from
the Illinois River in 1950 was reported as 5,617,927 pounds, worth$ 335,548.69. Carp
comprised 70.2 per cent of this catch. The bullhead fishery of the state is now limit-
ed largely to the Peoria and La Grange pools of the Illinois River. Illinois River
fishermen reported that their investment in tackle and equipment was $ 395,967.00,
table 8.
Illinois professional commercial fishermen are reported to have caught
2,788,073 pounds of fishfrom the Mississippi River in 1950, table 9. This catch was
calculated as worth $297,045.23, table 10. Buffalofishes outranked carp in poundage
and value. The reported catfish catch of 396,908 pounds from the Mississippi was
^^
worth $93,462.70. Mississippi River fishermen from Illinois reported that in 1950
they had $ 274,367.00 invested in tackle and equipment, table 11. The highest com-
mercial yields in the Illinois section of the Mississippi River were from navigation
pools 19 (Keokuk Pool) and 26 (Alton Pool). In the past decade commercial fishing
in the Mississippi has declined in the Alton-Cairo section because of pollution.
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Hoop nets and wing nets are estimated to have caught 46.7 per cent of the
1950 river catch. These devices were used on all the rivers fished commercially in
1950. The species and calculated poundages of fish caught in hoop nets are given in
table 12.
More fish were taken with seines from the Illinois River thanfrom any of the
other rivers, table 13. On the Illinois and Mississippi rivers large hauls of carp and
buffalofishes often are made with seines fished under the ice during the winter months.
In Illinois the use of the trammel net is restricted by law to the Mississippi
River and to the Illinois River below the Peoria dam. Carp and buffalofishes domina-
ted the 1950 catch taken with trammel nets from the Illinois and Mississippi rivers,
table 14.
The basket trap is estimated to have taken 52.3 per cent of the Mississippi
River catch of catfish. While this fishing device was used primarily for catfish and
bullheads, other fishes were taken occasionally with it, table 15.
Hooks were used commercially on trotlines and throw lines on most of the
rivers. Carp and catfish made up the greater part of the catch taken on this type of
gear, table 16.
Literature Cited
Fiedler, R. H.
1933. Fishery industries of the United States, 1932. U. S. Commr. Fisheries
Rep. for 1933: 149-449. (App. 3.)
-5-
Table 1 . --Reported number of full-time and part-time commercial fisher-
men actively engaged in river fishing in Illinois during 1950. (Only those fishermen
were included in this or following tables who had purchased tags or licenses for five
or more nets.)
Type of
Fisherman
Table 2.- -Reported catch in pounds of fish taken from Illinois rivers by Il-
linois commercial fishermen in 1950.
Table 2 (continued). --Reported catch in pounds of fish taken from Illinois
rivers by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950.
Table 2 (concluded). --Reported catch in pounds of fish taken from Illinois rivers by
Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950.
Table 3. --Calculated value of the reported catch of fish taken from Illinois
rivers by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950.—1/
Table 3 (continued).- -Calculated value of the reported catch of fish taken from
Illinois rivers by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950.—'
Kind of Fish
Sangamon
River
Kaskaskia
River—'
Rock
River
Fox River and
Chain O' Lakes
Big Muddy-
River 2/
Carp
Buffalofi she s
Drum
Catfishes
Bullheads
Shovelnose sturgeon
Paddlefish
Suckers
Carpsuckers
Mooneye"
Bowfin
Eel
$ 1,699.25
2,580.00
422.80
1,443.75
150.00
$ 1,288.36
738.51
11.56
55.93
32.85
$ 267.72
1,063.73
50.00
17.50
17.50
Total $ 6,330.80 $2,127.21
60.00
87.50
2.25
$ 2,444.50
11.20
$ 1,188.35
941.71
115.46
93.46
7.50
$ 1,531.20 $2,463.20 $2,338.98
l/ Illinois River and Mississippi River values are basedon the average re-
ported species wholesale (undressed) price for each navigation pool. For the other
rivers the average reported species wholesale (luidressed) price for each respec-
H
tive river is used except where stated otherwise.
2/ No wholesale (undressed) prices available; Pool No. 26 Mississippi Riv-
er prices used.
3/ Mooneye also includes goldeye. >
• ll-
Table 3 (concluded).- -Calculated value of the reported catch offish taJcen from
Illinois rivers by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950. _1/
Kind of Fish
Carp
Buffalofi she s
Drum
Catfishes
Bullheads
Shovelnose sturgeon
Paddlefish
Suckers
Carpsucker
s
4/Mooneye—'
Bowfin
Eel
Cache River,
Lake Creek,
Saline River
and Backwaters
of Ohio River^/
$ 1,140.74
4,246.37
204.00
431.64
Embarrass
River 3/
$ 173.54
100.44
35.00
2.73
Horseshoe Lake,
Granite City
$2,104.25
779.94
148.50
2,327.50
Total
35.75
$227,576.25
249,586.78
50,021.40
121,687.85
16,313.50
2,003.75
12,494.52
492.21
1,239.46
4.25
581.99
258.89
I
Total $6,022.75 $ 311.71 $5,395.94 $682,260.85
l/ Illinois River and Mississippi River values are based on the average re-
ported species wholesale (undressed) price for each navigation pool. For the other
rivers the average reported species wholesale (undressed) price for each respec-
tive river is used except where stated otherwise.
2/ No wholesale (undressed) prices available; Pool No. 26 Mississippi Riv-
er prices used.
3/ No wholesale (undressed) prices available; Wabash River prices used.
4/ Mooneye also includes goldeye.
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Table 4. --Reported estimated value of fishing devices and equipment used by
Illinois commercial fishermen on the various rivers of Illinois in 1950.
Table 4 (continued). --Reported estimated value of fishing devices and equip-
ment used by Illinois comnaercial fishermen on the various rivers of Illinois in 1950.
Fishing Devices
and Equipment
Table 4 (concluded).- -Reported estimated value of fishing devices and equip-
ment used by Illinois commercial fishermen on the various rivers of Illinois in 1950.
Fishing Devices
aJid Equipment
Cache River,
Lake Creek,
Saline River,
and Backwaters
of Ohio River
Embarrass
River
Horseshoe Lake,
Granite City Total
Fishing Devices
Seines
Trajnmel nets
Hoop nets
Baskets
Hooks
$ 285.00
1,590.00
78.00
$ 485.00
60.00
$ 950.00
1,300.00
25.00
$ 54,811.00
8,790.00
149,441.50
16,690.00
2,089.50
Total $ 1,953.00 $ 545.00 $2,275.00 $ 231,822.00
Equipment
Small boats
Outboard motors
Inboard motor
laixnches
Trucks
Refrigeration
equipment
Buildings
Miscellaneous
equipment
$ 1,098.00
1,190.00
$ 220.00
319.00
$ 725.00
600.00
Total
Grand total
4,300.00
5.00
250.00
75.00
$6,918.00
$8,871.00
375.00
38.00
$ 577.00
$ 1,122.00
1,000.00
810.00
$ 3,510.00
$ 5,785.00
$ 62,920.00
75,500.00
38,795.00
126,130.00
37,469.00
136,498.00
38,915.50
$516,227.50
$748,049.50
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Table 9. --Reported catch in pounds of fish taken fronn the Mississippi River
by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950.
Kind of Fish
Table 9 (concluded). --Reported catch in pounds of fish taken from the
Mississippi River by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950,
Kind of Fish
Table 1 0.-- Calculated value of the reported catch of fish taken from the
Mississippi River by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950; data based on the re-
ported undressed weights and average wholesale (undressed) prices for each navi-
gation pool.
Kind of Fish
Table 10 (concluded).- -Calculated value of the reported catch of fish taken
from the Mississippi River by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950; data based on
the reported undressed weights and average wholesale (undressed) prices for each
navigation pool.
Kind of Fish
Table 1 1 .--Reported estimated value of fishing devices and equipment used
by Illinois commercial fishermen in navigation pools of the Mississippi River in
1950.
Fishing Devices
and Equipment
Table 11 (continued). --Reported estimated value of fishing devices and equip-
ment used by Illinois commercial fishermen in navigation pools of the Mississippi
River in 1950.
Fishing Devices
and Equipment
Table 11 (continued). --Reported estimated value of fishing devices and equip-
ment used by Illinois commercial fishermen in navigation pools of the Mississippi
River in 1950.
Fishing Devices
and Equipment
Table 11
ment used by 11
River in 1950.
Table 1 2. --Reported catch in pounds of fish taken in hoop nets—' from Illinois
rivers by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950.
Table 12 (continued). --Reporteci catch in pounds of fish taken in hoop nets_/
from Illinois rivers by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950.
Table 12 (concluded).- -Reported catch in pounds of fish taken in hoop nets—
from Illinois rivers by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950.
Table 1 3.- -Reported catch in pounds of fish taken in seines from Illinois
rivers by Illinois commercial fishernraen in 1950.
Table 14. --Reported catch in pounds of fish taken in trammel nets from Il-
linois rivers by Illinois commercial fishermen in 1950.
Kind of Fish
Table 1 6.- -Reported catch in pounds of fish taken on hooksfrom Illinois rivers
by Illinois comnnercial fishermen in 1950.
Seine haul at Lake Chautauqua, a bottomland lake along the Illinois River.
35-
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